Arusha to ML)O

From MARC NKWAME
in Arusha

TO cement the concept that
Arusha is ‘The Hague of Af-
rica,” a new international in-
stitution akin to foreign laws
in relation to continental af-
fairs has been inaugurated in
the city.

The African Institute of
International Law (AIIL) is
the brainchild of the African
Foundation for International
Law and was established in
slose collaboration between
AFIL and the Government of
lanzania. It was officially in-
wgurated in Arusha on Mon-
lay.

“Many African countries
ichieved their independence
ibout 50 years ago on aver-
ige, but are still far from
wdopting many of the interna-
ional laws and legal regula-
ions,” stated Judge Abdulga-

vi Yusuf, the Vice-President -

=

of the International Court of
Justice.

According to Justice Yu-
suf, who is also the President
of the Curatorium of the Af-
rican Institute of International
Law, it is now time for Afri-
can states to become active
participants in international
law.

Partially, the reason is that
globalisation has forced many
foreign laws to encroach into
the most reserved areas previ-
ously restricted for tradition-
al, domestic or national laws.

“Arusha was chosen to
host the African Institute of
International Law because
the city has the highest con-
centration of judicial systems
on the continent; starting with
the East African Court of Jus-
tice (EACJ). I

The city is also host to the
United Nations® International
Criminal Tribunal for Rwan-
da, the African Court for Peo-
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ple and Human Rights and is
soon set to host African court
of justice,” said Judge Yusuf.
He was on view that with
all those legal chambers of
international calibre based in
Arusha it all left for a spe-
cialised inter-continental
legal training institution to
complement the city’s posi-
tion as ‘The Hague of Africa.
Thus the establishment of
the AIIL, which for a while
will be hosted at the Arusha
International Conference
Centre (AICC) complex.
Inaugurating the Institute,
the Deputy Minister for For-
eign Affairs and International
Cooperation, Dr Mahadhi
Juma Maalim, said Tanzania
welcomes the noble initiative
of the Afriean Institute of In-
ternational Law which will
play a key role in the conti-
nent in creating deeper appre-
ciation and understanding of
international law.
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“AlIL will enhance Afri-
cans’ knowledge and exper-
tise in international law so
that we reduce our dependant
on external experts in our
own matters.

“There is no doubt that
the African Institute of Inter-
national Law will play a big
role to provide Africa with
well-trained human resources
and Tanzania shall extend all
necessary support to this ini-
tiative,” he said.

AlIL establishment was
endorsed by the Assembly of
Heads of States and Govern-
ments of the African Union,
which underscored its strate-
gic and unique role as a Pan
African institution.

Similarly, the United
Nations General Assembly
welcomed the creation of the
Institute and encouraged the
UN Secretariat to cooperate
with it through the Codifica-
tion Division of the Office of

Legal Affairs.

Among the Institu
mandate it to promote !
research and analysis ¢
ternational legal matte
particular interest and
evance to African cou
and to foster the teachin
dissemination of interna
law in Africa and provic
tensive training on Bil
Investment Treaties |
and Arbitration.

AIIL will also ser
encourage and promote
lectual debate and exch:
on international legal i
of particular interest to 2
and its peoples.

It will also fomen
establishment of nety
among African internat
lawyers as well as bet
the latter and scholars of
continents and contribut
tively to the promotion
building of the rule of 1z
Africa, in general.
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Mwendesha Mashtaka Mkuu wa Mahakama ya Kimataifa
(kushoto), akisalimiana na Mh
Sherla za Kimataifa Afrika, jijin
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i | ya Mauaji ya Kimbari ya Rwanda (ICTR), Hassan Jallow
gdhlri nyandamizh Profesa Christopher Maina baada ya ufunguzi wa Taasisi ya
i Arusha jana. Picha na Filbert Rweyemamu




